NPS For m 10- 900- a OVB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Departnent of the Interior
Nat i onal Park Service

NATI ONAL REG STER OF HI STORI C PLACES
CONTI NUATI ON SHEET

Section 8 Page 5 __Governnent |sland
Nane of property
__Stafford County, Virginia_
County and State

SUMVARY

Government |sland exhibits national, state, and |local historical significance.
Located on this 17-acre island are the remnants of once plentiful sandstone
that was extensively extracted for use as construction materials. Though
guarried since the seventeenth century, this site provided its greatest
contribution to the nation when the island, and subsequently its quarries, were
purchased by the federal governnent in 1791 with the specific purpose of

suppl ying the sandstone required for the building of the Wiite House and the
U.S. Capitol, the first two federal buildings constructed in Washington, D.C.
Currently owned by Stafford County, Governnent |sland exhibits historic
significance identified in National Register Criteria A, B, and D. Not only
did this site contribute to the founding of our nation’s capital and the
rebuilding of it after the War of 1812 (Criterion A); but it also is associated
with nationally and internationally significant nen such as Pierre Charles

L’ Enfant, and Benjamn Henry Latrobe (Criterion B); many nationally significant
bui | di ngs such as the U S. Capitol and Wite House were constructed with its
stone, while other buildings such as Aquia Church and Munt Vernon used its
stone in exterior architectural features; and the site exhibits a high degree
of potential to yield significant historical information through its
archaeol ogi cal assets (Criterion D). Governnent Island exhibits a high |evel
of historic significance because it was the only site purchased by the federal
government specifically for the purpose of extracting stone for construction.
In the eighteenth century, quality stone for building was difficult to | ocate
in the Md-Atlantic region. Because of the island’ s easily accessible and

pl entiful sandstone, as well as readily available transportation routes via
Agui a Creek and the Potonmac River, Governnent |sland becane one of the forenost
suppliers of sandstone for architectural ornanentation of many |ocal buil dings
built in the eighteenth century.” It was not until the founding of the
nation’s capital in 1791 that the sandstone quarries of Governnent |sland
contributed to the building of Washi ngton D. C.
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H STORI CAL BACKGROUND

“There is an island in the river Acquia, which belongs to the public,
excl usively of one square acre owned by M. Stuart.””

Benjami n Henry Latrobe, architect and surveyor of public buildings in

Washi ngton, D. C., wote this statenent in “A Private Letter to the Individua
Menbers of Congress, on the Subject of the Public Buildings of the United
States at Washi ngton” on Novenber 28, 1806. He was referring to an island
commonly known today as “CGovernnent |sland.”

On Novenber 28, 1678, Ceorge Brent purchased from Herbert Jeffreys, an agent
acting on behalf of King Charles Il, “12 acres of land lying in Stafford County
with small point of Marsh joining to it lying in Aquia Creek.” Because of a
di spute concerning the original owership of this tract of |and, George Brent
| egal Iy purchased the property fromWIIliam Fitzhugh, acting on behalf of Lady
Cul peper and Lord Fairfax, who owned the property according to an original |and
grant that deeded the entire Northern Neck region to them®  Tonbstones and
architectural ornanentation for ceneteries and nearby buil dings were fashioned
from Aqui a sandstone quarried fromwhat was then known as “Brent’s Island” and
ot her operating quarries along Aquia Creek such as Robertson’s Quarry.® On May
8, 1786 Daniel Carroll Brent sold one acre of Brent’s Island for fifty pounds
to Robert Stuart of Baltinore, Maryland, ending over 100 years of Brent famly
ownership of the site.® Stuart’s land was marked with four stones bearing the
inscription of the owner’s initials “RS.” Today only one of these narkers
Lenairs in situ, while another has been renoved for safekeeping, and two have
een | ost.

The American victory over the British in the Revolutionary War paved the way
for the newy established United States to fully establish itself in times of
peace. Approved on July 1, 1790, the Residence Bill stated that a newcity
woul d be established as the capital of the United States. From Decenber 1791
until Decenber 1800, the governnment woul d convene in Phil adel phia,

Pennsyl vani a, while the new capital was being established in an unsettled area
near Georgetown on the Potomac River, territory quite famliar to President
George Washington. During the nine years that the government was to neet in
Phi | adel phia, construction of the federal city was to commence and provide
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sui tabl e buildings for the president and congress to occupy by Decenber 1800.
Furthernore, a conm ssion of three nenbers was appoi nted, and the president was
gi ven power to purchase |and and oversee the devel opnment of this city.’ The
Residence Bill set grand standards for this future city and hurriedly put the
conmmi ssi oners to work.

The first order of business was to survey the land in order to conpose a plan
of the proposed city. In 1791, George Washington hired Pierre Charles L' Enfant
to survey the proposed area and design a plan for the federal city. 1In a



letter from Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson, he instructed L' Enfant as
fol | ows:
You are desired to proceed to Georgetown where you will find M. Ellicott
enpl oyed in making a survey and Map of the Federal Territory. The speci al
obj ect of asking your aid is to have a draw ng of the particular grounds
nost Iikely to be approved for the site of the Federal town and
bui | di ngs.

On March 4, 1791, L Enfant arrived and set to work. The initial plan was to
fund the construction of these public buildings with proceeds obtained through
the sale of city lots. L' Enfant’s design consisted of a city based on a grid
pattern with major arterial streets |linking destinations. Designated as the
primary street linking the President’s House and the Capitol, Pennsylvania
Avenue was appropriately named in an attenpt to appease the legislators
convening at the tenporary capital in Philadel phia. On Septenber 8, 1791 the
capital city was naned “Washington, District of Colunbia.” The first sale of
| ots on Cctober 17, 1791 witnessed the purchase of only thirty-six lots for a
total of 2,000 dollars. This disappointing sale was attributed to L' Enfant’s
delay of printing the plan of Washi ngton, which was not acconplished until
February 20, 1792. Though L’ Enfant had desi gned a magnificent city, his poor
comuni cation with the conm ssioners, delay of printing the official plan of
the city, and inability to produce designs for the President’s House and the
Capitol led to his dismissal on February 27, 1792.°

Government |sland began its role with the devel opnent of Washi ngt on on Decenber
2, 1791, when L’ Enfant purchased Brent |sland (Governnent |sland) from Dani el
Carroll Brent on behal f of the Washi ngton conm ssioners, mnus Robert Stuart’s
one-acre tract.” L’ Enfant was soon after dismissed fromhis position
overseei ng the construction of Washington, but with this purchase, he
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secured enough sandstone for the construction of Washington to commence. As
one of his last acts before being fired, L' Enfant defiantly directed his
assi stant |saac Roberdeau on Decenber 16, 1791 to visit the newy acquired
guarry and begin stonecutting operations imediately. H's report contained
t hese instructions:

To repair immediately to Acquia Creek to see the qurries there bel onging
to the public--to have barracks erected thereon for twenty nen on each of
these quarries; viz, on the island purchased from M. George Brent & on
that rented from M. John G bson of Dunphries...

The exporting of stone nust be begun at once on both quarries; they nust
be opened at once all round the island and on the main [l and], on the
whol e front adjoining to the creek. The stone nust be taken down as it
comes and of any size and in a great quantity as the time will admt,
recommendi ng only that when the rock will be pound sound and free from
staion that bl ocks of stone be extracted therefromof the |argest size
every way as is possible.™



Because of L' Enfant’s inability to produce actual plans for the President’s
House and Capitol, design conpetitions were held. Janes Hoban, an Irishman
wor ki ng in Charleston, South Carolina had his design accepted for the
President’s House on July 18, 1792, while Dr. WIliam Thornton of the West
I ndi es had his design for the Capitol selected in February 1793.% By this
time, Governnment |sland was al ready providing sandstone for buildings in
Washi ngt on. *

On May 1, 1792 the Comm ssioners hired Janes Smith to transport sandstone from
Governnent Island to Washington. In order to ship and receive the stone,
wharves had to be constructed. * Unfinished sandstone was shi pped from a
partially existing stone wharf on Government |sland via Aquia Creek, and
received in Washington either at a wharf at the end of New Jersey Avenue bound
for the construction site of the Capitol or at a wharf on Goose Creek for use
at the President’s House. Both buildings began construction in the sumer of
1792 and were originally intended to be built of brick. On Septenber 23, 1793
t he conm ssioners conplied with President Washington and L' Enfant’s intentions
by voting to use sandstone to encase brick; therefore making the Capitol and
President’s House nore prominent.' This decision increased the demand for
sandstone, requiring nore trained stonecutters and masons to be enpl oyed both
at Government |sland and in Washi ngton.
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PRESI DENTS HOUSE (WHI TE HOUSE)

Construction of the President’s House (later known as the Wiite House)
comrenced with the cornerstone |aying cerenony on Cctober 13, 1792.% Based on
the Leinster House located in Hoban’s native Dublin, Ireland, the President’s
House was designed as a grand Federal -style dwelling with el aborate
architectural ornanentation.” By the tine construction of the President’s
House began, it was decided that sandstone woul d be used as ashlar to face the
exterior of the brick walls, and would al so be used in the exterior
architectural ornanentation.®

Provi ding stone for the President’s House pronpted the conmi ssioners to hire
WIlliam Wight as the superintendent of the Aquia quarries. He was replaced by
Coll een WIllianson on January 1, 1794, who subsequently was repl aced by George
Bl agden. Because of slow production at Governnent |sland, by 1795, the

commi ssioners were forced to contract with other quarries on Aguia Creek in the
vicinity of Governnment Island. Mre stonecutters and nasons were hired, but

| abor di sputes becane a constant disruption.” Scottish stone workers were
recruited to work at Governnent |sland and in Washington. A lack of qualified
st onenasons forced the conm ssioners to | ook to Europe for trained workers.

The role of Scottish stone workers was greatly felt at the President’s House
because their skill allowed the Aquia sandstone to be quarried and finished in
a nost precise fashion. Mning the sandstone using skilled Scottish workers
supervi sed by Bl agden produced wonderful results. Latrobe provides a
description of the process of cutting the stone as foll ows:

I n working these quarries, the worknen having cut the face
perpendi cul arly, first underm ne the rock; -- an easy operation, the



substratum being | oose sand. |If the block is intended to be 8 feet thick,
they undermne it 5 feet, in a horizontal direction, in order that it may
fall over when cut off. They then cut two perpendi cul ar channels on each
hand, 1 ft. 6 in. wide, at the distance fromeach other of the |ength of

t heir bl ock, having then renoved the earth and rubbish froma ditch or
channel along the top of the rock, they cut into the rock itself, a
groove, and put in wedges along its whole Iength. These wedges are
successively driven, the rock cracks very regularly fromtop to bottom
and it falls over, brought down partly by its own weight. Bl ocks have
been thus quarried 40 feet long, 15 feet high, and 6 feet thick.
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The bl ock which was quarried at ny last visit to the quarry was of the
foll ow ng di nensions: --26 feet long, x 8 feet deep, x 14 feet high = 2912
feet, which at 15 feet to the ton, agreeably to the quarry rate, anmounts
to near 200 tons.—These nmasses are then cut by wedges into the sizes
required. *

Ashl ar stones were precisely cut and nunbered, as were all of the architectural
enbel I i shments, which allowed for precise installation according to Hoban’s
desi gn.” Because of the intricacies of the carvings in the ashlar and in
details such as the pilasters, capitals, brackets, pedinents, consoles, etc.,
st onenasons engraved nmany of the stones with their Mason’s Masonic O der narks,
whi ch were not revealed until twentieth-century renovations of the buil ding.
Over forty marks have been identified, attesting to the nultitude of trained

st onemasons worki ng on the President’s House.”

In 1796, the Treasury Departnent and the War Departnment were designed as
flanki ng buildings to the east (Treasury) and west (War) of the President’s
House. The buildings were | ess el aborate than the Capitol and President’s
House; but the 1800 deadline for the conpletion of these buildings pronpted a
design that could be constructed fast and cheap. Designed by George Hadfi el d,
t hese buil dings were constructed of brick with Aquia sandstone ornanentation,
cpnple&ed by 1800, and later linked to the President’s House via col onnaded

Wi ngs.

Construction of the President’s House woul d continue through George

Washi ngton’s second term as president w thout being conpleted by the 1800
deadl i ne established by the Residence Act, but it would be far enough al ong for
Presi dent John Adans to occupy on Novenber 1, 1800. Soon thereafter Thomas
Jefferson becane the third president of the United States, just a few nonths
after Adans inhabited the President’s House. Only the second president to
occupy the President’s House, Jefferson was the first to occupy this building
for his entire term?® Having previously played a large role in the
construction of the President’s House as President Washington’s Secretary of
State, it was very fitting that he would occupy this building, for unlike his
predecessor, he was intimately involved in the devel opnment of Washi ngton and
its federal buildings.
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Thomas Jefferson did little to inprove the building other than designing and
having the east and west wings built.?” Because construction of the President’s
House was conpl eted during his presidency, the majority of his attention was
focused on the inconplete Capitol. By 1809, Jefferson had conpleted his two
ternms as president, and construction of the President’s House and executive

of fices was finished.

CAPI TOL

Construction of the Capitol did not proceed as snoothly as the President’s
House. The foundation was begun in August 1793 and the cornerstone | aying
cerenony occurred on Septenber 18, 1793 with President George Washi ngton
officiating. By the spring of 1794, the foundation work was divided into two
contracts, one for the south wing and another for the north wing. Though Dr.
Wl liam Thornton was the architect of the Capitol, Stephen Hallet was chosen as
t he project nmanager for construction, with Janes Hoban acting as surveyor of
public buildings. Hallet was to design a portico connecting the north and
south wings of the Capitol. Simlar to L'Enfant’s experiences, Hallet had poor
relations with the comm ssioners and did not produce any plans for the center
section of the Capitol, which resulted in the substitution of George Hadfield
for Hallet.

Wil e the foundations for the north and south wi ngs were being constructed
usi ng Aqui a sandstone, the center section was void of any construction
activity. Two different nethods were used in laying the foundati ons and each
had their faults, the south wing nore so than the north wing. |In fact, the
foundation for the south wing would eventually be renoved and begun anew. On
July 13, 1795, the north wing was progressing rapidly ahead of the south w ng
when the first piece of Aguia sandstone ashlar was installed to the brick walls
that were rapidly rising. By this tinme George Bl agden had repl aced Col | een

W lianson as stonenmason supervisor and propelled the cutting of stone at
Government Island, as well as dressing and installing the stone in Washi ngton.
By the end of the 1799 buil ding season, the north wing was al nost fully
conpleted, while only three of the exterior walls of the south wi ng had been
constructed. In conpliance with the Residence Bill, Congress noved to

Washi ngton in 1800 and first convened in the north wing of the Capitol on
Novenber 17, 1800. Neither wing of the Capitol was finished, but at |east the
north wing was habitable.” Al though Congress inhabited the Capitol in 1800,
construction on this building would continue for nmany years. The south wi ng
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was nowhere near conpletion while construction of the center section had yet to
begin. Sandstone from Governnent |sland was used as ashlar to face the brick
wal | s, carve architectural details, and as foundation stones in the original

wi ngs of the Capitol. Wth the appointnent of Benjanm n Henry Latrobe as
surveyor of public buildings by President Jefferson, Governnment Island took on
a much larger role as supplier of sandstone for the Capitol.

In 1803, Latrobe entered the public building scene in Washi ngton and forned a
strong relationship with President Jefferson while redesigning the Capitol and
overseei ng construction of this magnificent building. Latrobe intended to
enbellish this building and create spaces worthy of the newly fornmed United
States. In a letter to President Jefferson, Latrobe not only discusses his
intentions to design and build the Capitol out of stone, but states his
dedication to the Capitol and the president as well.

The wooden colum idea is one with which | never will have anything to do.
On that you may rely. | will give up ny office sooner than build a tenple
of disgrace to ny self and M. Jefferson. But he has certainly too much
good sense to persevere in his conceptions, after hearing all that is to
be said agai nst them*

As surveyor of public buildings from 1803 until 1811, Latrobe focused his
attention on building the south wing of the Capitol and redesigni ng sections of
the north wing. The exterior of the south wing mrrored that of the north, but
the interiors were conpletely different. The south wi ng was bU|It with a

vaul ted ceiling and contai ned a grand room desi gned for oration.

Government |sland was repeatedly opened and cl osed by Latrobe who directed

Bl agden to quarry sandstone fromthis site, as well as to purchase sandstone
fromprivate quarries near Government Island. Latrobe needed as nuch sandstone
as he could acquire for the Capitol, but his designs were running well over
cost; therefore he needed to obtain sandstone as cheaply as possi bl e.

Government Island (referred to as the “Public Quarry” by Latrobe) tended to be
used by Latrobe as a bargaining tool with quarries such as those owned by
Daniel Carroll Brent, John Cook, and Robert Stuart to |lower their price for

sandstone. In an 1804 report on the progress of the south w ng of
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the Capitol, Latrobe comments on Governnent |sland and the pressing need for
cheap sandst one.

Al'l the freestone for the external walls, Entablature, and Ballustrade is
provi ded, and the greatest part of it on the Spot. For the internal

Col onnade all the Stone is ordered, nost of it quarried, and much already
brought to the Building. Early in the season the public Quarry on the

I sl and in Acqui a Creek was opened, and nuch useful Stone quarried: and it



woul d have been nmuch to the advantage of the public, had the extent of the
appropriation permtted us to have prosecuted this work. But it was found
that to clear out the rubbish of fornmer workings, and to provide for the
conveyance of the stone to the waterside, altho ultimtely a neasure of
econony, woul d have nmade too | arge a deduction fromthe funds required to
Carrie on the building |tself and contracts for stone with individuals
were therefore preferred.’

Latrobe’ s correspondence provides the best records pertaining to the role of
Governnment Island with the Capitol. On February 17, 1804 in a report entitled

“Procuring Stone for the U S. Capitol,” Latrobe details the anpbunt of stone
expected fromeach of the Aquia quarries, including 600 tons fron1vaernnent
| sl and, that would be used to finish construction of the south w ng. As the

south wi ng progressed, Latrobe worked on the interior of the north wi ng, which
he felt was poorly designed and constructed. On July 1, 1811, Latrobe’'s tenure
as surveyor of public buildings ended, although he would once again regain this
position. Under Latrobe’s direction, the exquisite, though over budget south
wi ng had been conpleted; the interior of the north wing was partially rebuilt,

i ncluding the fanbus corn cob capitals carved from Agui a sandstone; and the

Wi ngs connecting the Presidents House to the Treasury Department and War

Depart ment had been constructed. Latrobe was heavily criticized for prom sing
what he coul d not deliver, routinely spending beyond the budget, and not
conpleting the center section of the Capitol. By 1814, the Capitol consisted
of a north and south wi ng attached by a wood canopy. Both w ngs were
constructed of brick and faced with Aquia sandstone whi ch was al so used on the
majority of the interior architectural details.
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THE WAR OF 1812 AND BEYOND

On August 24, 1814, fresh fromtheir victory at the Battle of Bl adensburg,
British troops entered Washi ngton and w eaked havoc on the city. Wat was
viewed as retribution for the American burning of York (now Toronto), the
British troops burned many of the public buildings in Washi ngton including the
President’s House and the Capitol. Because of a fortunate rainstormthat

eveni ng, many of the buildings burned on August 24 and 25 were not conpletely
obliterated. In the aftermath of the British siege, the north wing of the

Capi tol was badly damaged, but the south wing was not.* The President’s House
survived as a burnt out shell, its Aquia sandstone exterior and badly damaged
brick walls still standing. President Janmes Madi son ordered that the buil dings
be rebuilt according to their original design with an enphasis on repairing and
repl aci ng wherever possible. Janes Hoban and Latrobe were rehired, with the
|atter confined to the Capitol and Hoban to the President’s House. Both nen
wor ked under Col onel Sanuel Lane who acted as the | one comm ssioner and hurried
the construction. * Latrobe enthusiastically accepted this position though it
woul d be short I|ived.



On April 19, 1815 in a report concerning the conditions of the public
bui | di ngs, Latrobe stat ed:

The expedition with which the work will proceed depends nmainly upon the
supply of materials, and the facility with which worknmen may be
procured...The stone is still in the Quarries and the Quarries are not yet
opened. Therefore it will be in the first place necessary to ascertain
from whence the supply of Stone is to be procured, and to ensure as great
exertions fromthose who nay deliver it, as is practicable...it is very
certain that we shall want a limted supply of stone from below, for the
repair of all the exterior of the building, which ought to be of the sane
material with which it was fornmerly built. No tine therefore is to be
lost in making arrangenents with the proprietors of the Quarries on
Acquia...it is my opinion that there will a great difficulty in procuring a
sufficient nunber of Stonecutters to proceed with all the contenpl ated
bui | di ngs at once, but none in the supply of Stone and other Materials,
and that for freestone the principal dependence will be to be placed on
the quarries at Acquia.™
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This report clearly states Latrobe’'s intentions of rebuilding the Capitol with
t he sane stone used in building it. Governnent |sland was soon reopened and
began produci ng sandstone for the President’s House and the Capitol, although
Seneca Quarry in Maryl and was al so used as a source of sandstone.

The President’s House was rebuilt in three years from 1815 until 1818. Because
of its surviving Aquia sandstone walls, the whole building did not need to be
rebuilt. Under Hoban's direction, the Presidents House was finished in tine
for a New Year’s Day cel ebration in 1818, though work woul d continue unti

1820. The wings linking the President’s House to the Treasury Departnment and
the War Departnment were not rebuilt, but these executive offices as well as two
new ones, the State Departnent and Navy, were constructed. Aquia sandstone was
used to replace those portions of the President’s House that were danaged
beyond repair. The building was then painted white rather than whitewashed, as
it had been originally, contributing to its nicknanme the “Wite House.” Built
wi th Seneca sandstone, the south portico was not built until 1824 and the north
portico not until 1829.%* Since 1829 the exterior appearance of the Wite
House, m nus the addition of the east and west wi ngs, has little changed.

Al t hough the interior has been altered, the exterior of the original building
remains virtually the same despite multiple restorations of sections of Aquia
sandst one.

The rebuilding of the Capitol on the other hand did not proceed as snoothly as
the President’s House. Sandstone from Governnent |sland and ot her Aquia
guarries were slow to produce quantities required for the rebuilding of the
Capitol, so Latrobe substituted sandstone from quarries on Chopawansi c Creek,
also located in Stafford County. Marble fromthe Potonac River in Maryland was
al so used in rebuilding the Capitol, primarily for interior details. Latrobe
made grand i nprovenents to both wings of the Capitol, but his errant behavior,
warranting his dismssal in 1811, once again led to his resignation under



pressure on Novenber 24, 1817. Charles Bullfinch replaced Latrobe and
conpl eted the north and south wings of the Capitol by the end of the 1819
bui | di ng season.

Bul I finch not only conpleted the rebuilding of the Capitol, but also oversaw
construction of the center section that was to link the north and south w ngs.
He based the design for the center section upon Latrobe’s, but with a few
alterations. His design was approved in March 1818 and the cornerstone |aying
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cerenmony occurred on August 24, 1818. The central section consisted of a
rotunda with a dome, projecting east portico, and multiple commttee roons.
Agui a sandstone woul d be used in the east portico, which began construction in
1823 and contai ned twenty-four colunms; each carved froma single piece of
Agui a sandstone from Government |sland. The east portico was conpleted in
1828, just in time for the inauguration of Andrew Jackson as president. Wth

t he center%section conplete the Capitol was finished and Bullfinch was rel eased
fromduty.

The Capitol would undergo subsequent additions and renovations, each one
occurring w thout the use of sandstone quarried from Governnment |sland. The
1958-1962 extension of the Capitol’s east front included the rebuilding of the
portico and the renoval of the colums. |In 1984 the sal vaged col ums were
transferred fromtheir storage at Rock Creek Park in Washington, D.C. to the U
S. National Arboretum In 1988, they were reconfigured in their original
portico design as part of a recreated | andscape. The north and south w ngs of
the Capitol, along with the center building, exist in their original place,
forever testifying to the significant role Governnment Island played in the
construction of this inmportant symbol of American denocracy.

OTHER BUI LDI NG CONTRI BUTI ONS

Government |sland was one of the npbst productive sandstone quarries in
Virginia. The stone was primarily used as architectural ornanentation in
bui | di ngs throughout the region. Though Governnent |sland was heavily quarried
for use in constructing the public buildings of Washi ngton, many ot her
bui | di ngs throughout the region were adorned with its sandstone. Aquia

sandst one was used to carve the quoins, doorfranes, and keystones of nearby
Agqui a Church (NHL 1991). W!IIliam Copein, the stonemason who constructed Aqui a
Church, al so worked on Pohick Church (NRHP 1969) in Fairfax County, nost |ikely
usi ng Aqui a sandstone in its construction.® Brent Cemetery (Stafford County

Hi storic Overlay District) contains anong others, the final resting-place for
two of George Brent’s daughters who passed away in the latter quarter of the

ei ghteenth century. Many of the tonbstones contained in Brent Cenetery were
carved from Agqui a sandstone, nost likely fromBrent’s |sland (Governnent

| sl and). Another famous dwelling in the region, Munt Vernon (NHL 1960) used
Agui a sandstone in construction of the front steps. In his diary, George

Washi ngton recorded that, “Cornelius MDernott Roe returned, having had
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the offer of stone [fromi M. Brent.”® Wshington is referring to Dani el
Carroll Brent, owner of Governnent Island before the federal governnent
purchased the site. Washington's connections to Stafford County were strong,
and the Brents were a prominent famly in the region. Built in 1792 from Aqui a
sandst one by John McConb, the Cape Henry Lighthouse (NHL 1964) secured ships
safe passage into the Chesapeake Bay for the first tine.*

Because of its popularity, Aquia sandstone was nost likely incorporated in
ot her regional buildings, but those discussed here are the nost prom nent
surviving exanpl es.

CONCLUSI ONS

Governnent Island is a nationally significant historical site because of the
significant contribution that it made providing Aqui a sandstone for the
construction of many prom nent buil dings throughout Virginia and Washi ngt on,
D.C.* Criterion Ais justified because of the role that Governnent Island

pl ayed in the founding of the capital city, Washington, D.C. beginning in 1791.
Federal buil di ngs needed to be constructed, and it was the vision of Ceorge
Washi ngton and Pierre Charles L'Enfant to construct them out of stone, in order
to display their inportance to the young nation. L’ Enfant provided an anple
source of sandstone through his purchase of Brent’s Island (Governnent I|sland)
on behalf of the comm ssioners of Washington. As the only federally owned
source of construction material for the building of Washi ngton, Gover nment

| sl and contributed heavily to the building of Washington, D.C. Not only did
Governnent |sland provide Aquia sandstone for the building of the Wiite House
and the U S. Capitol, it also provided the sane stone for the rebuilding of
these buildings after they were burned during the War of 1812. Criterion Bis
justified for the island’s association with Pierre Charles L Enfant and
Benjam n Henry Latrobe. Washington, D.C.'s original planner and architect,

L' Enfant brokered the deal for the federal governnent to purchase Governnent

I sl and for the use of extracting sandstone. As the second architect of the
Capitol, Benjamin Henry Latrobe, who ordered the use of Aquia sandstone from
Governnent Island to be used while routinely opening and cl osi ng Gover nnment
Island in attenpts to broker econom cal prices of sandstone while operating
under a tight budget. Few archaeol ogical studies other than registering the
site with the Virginia Departnent of Hi storic Resources (44ST110) have been
conducted on Governnent |sland. Because of this, there is nmuch to be |earned
concerning life of the workers at this site,
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t he stonecutting process, as well as information about Native Anerican activity
on this site. The site has remained free from devel opnent intrusions and has
not been actively quarried since the 1820s; therefore this site represents the
ability to yield high I evels of archaeol ogical information concerning quarrying
operations, as well as Native American activity on Governnent Island,
justifying Criterion D.
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